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The Council is pleased to welcome three new members to its team: Serge Denis, 
Director of Finance; Rebekah Silva, Executive Coordinator; and Qingyu Zhou, 
Regional Planner. Each brings a unique blend of experience, expertise, and 
enthusiasm that will help advance the Council's mission and support the 
communities we serve. Their diverse backgrounds and professional contributions 
strengthen our organization and position us for continued success. We are excited 
to have them on board and look forward to the valuable perspectives and talents 
they will bring to the Council's work throughout the region.
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Serge Denis serves as Finance Director for the South 
Florida Regional Planning Council, bringing more 
than a decade of public-sector finance experience 
across municipal, county, and state government. His 
expertise includes governmental accounting, 

budgeting, financial reporting, regulatory compliance, and strategic fiscal 
management. Serge holds a Master's degree in Forensic Accounting, is a Certified 
Fraud Examiner, and has held financial leadership positions with Miami-Dade 
County, the City of Deerfield Beach, and the City of Oakland Park.
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Rebekah A. Silva joined the South Florida Regional 
Planning Council in June 2026 as Executive 
Coordinator, providing high-level administrative 
support to the Director of Administration, Executive 
Director, and the Council’s finance and planning staff. 

Her background includes payment processing and merchant services, banking, 
financial technology, and executive-level administrative support in both the public 
and private sectors, including with the Broward Sheriff’s Office. She holds a 
Professional Administrative Certification of Excellence (PACE) and is a Notary Public.
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Qingyu joined the South Florida Regional Planning 
Council as Regional Planner in August 2026, 
supporting the Council’s work on the Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS), regional 
blue technology initiatives, and economic and 

transportation planning. His background includes GIS, site visiting, graphic design, 
and coastal erosion preparedness planning. Qingyu holds a Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning degree from the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor and a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Science/Geography from the 
University of Texas at Austin. Originally from China, he is fluent in Mandarin.


