MINUTES OF THE
SOUTH FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

JULY 15, 2024

The South Florida Regional Planning Council met virtually and in person on this date at the South Florida
Regional Planning Council, 1 Oakwood Boulevard, Suite 250, Hollywood, FL 33020. Chair Geller welcomed
everyone, called the meeting to order at 10:34 a.m., and asked Councilmember Furr to lead in the Pledge
of Allegiance. The recording of this meeting can be found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_TcbOlkOio

I. Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call
Chair Steve Geller
Councilmember Mario J. Bailey*
Councilmember Frank Caplan
Councilmember Craig Cates**
Councilmember Joseph Corradino**
Councilmember Beam Furr
Councilmember René Garcia**
Councilmember Oliver Gilbert, I11**
Councilmember Cary Goldberg**
Councilmember Denise Horland*
Councilmember Samuel Kaufman*
Councilmember Michelle Lincoln*
Councilmember Kionne McGhee**
Councilmember Greg Ross*
Councilmember Michael Udine*

* Virtually Present
ok Absent

SFRPC Executive Director Isabel Cosio Carballo and Legal Counsel Sam Goren were present.

The following Ex-Officio Members were virtually present:

e Shereen Yee Fong for Dat Huynh, representing the Florida Department of Transportation, District
Vi

e Jon Moore for Sirena Davila, representing the Florida Department of Environmental Protection

e Armando L. Vilaboy, representing the South Florida Water Management District

e Kent Walia, representing the Florida Department of Transportation, District IV

Sam Goren, Legal Counsel, stated that Councilmembers Caplan and Furr could be appointed as temporary
Executive Committee Members so that an Executive Committee Meeting could be held. Chair Geller
appointed Councilmembers Caplan and Furr to the Executive Committee and the Executive Committee

meeting was convened.
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Il. Welcome and Approval of Council Agenda

Chair Geller motioned to approve the Agenda. Councilmember Ross moved the motion and Councilmember
Caplan seconded the motion, which was carried by a unanimous vote.

lll. Presentations and Updates

FY 22-23 Audit Presentation (Time Approximate: 11:00 AM)

Tanya I. Davis, CPA, Partner, S. Davis & Associates, PA

Chair Geller introduced Mrs. Davis. Mrs. Davis gave a detailed presentation on the FY22-23 Audit. She
stated that there is an unmodified opinion on compliance for a major federal program and no material
weaknesses noted in internal control over compliance. There are no matters of negative impact to report
and the Council was in compliance with Section 218.415, Florida Statutes. There were no material
uncorrected adjustments to the Financial Statements. There were no significant difficulties in dealing with
Council staff or disagreements.

There was a discussion on grants, pass-through funds, and the expenses for consultants.

Councilmember Furr asked if the Council could improve on anything for the future. Mrs. Davis stated that
the migration of the accounting system to new software requires Council staff to remain focused on the
software changes.

Councilmember Udine asked if a private discussion had to occur between Council Members and the
auditor without Council staff present. Mrs. Davis stated there was no need in this case.

Chair Geller asked Councilmember Udine to meet with Council staff regarding grants and to ensure there
is a sufficient amount built in for the Council.

Mrs. Cosio Carballo thanked Mrs. Davis and her staff for their great work. She also thanked Director of
Finance and IT Leo Braslavsky Soldi, Accounting Manager Guillermo Verdura, Director of Administration
Kathe Lerch, Administrative Coordinator Alexander Santana, and all members of Council staff that spent
time working on the audit to ensure that it was clean and delivered on time.

South Florida’s ClimateReady Tech Hub (Time Approximate: 11:20 AM)

Francesca de Quesada Covey, Miami-Dade County Chief Innovation and Economic Development
Officer

Chair Geller introduced Ms. Covey. Ms. Covey gave a detailed presentation on South Florida’s
ClimateReady Tech Hub. She explained that South Florida’s ClimateReady Tech Hub seeks to create a
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platform to advance solutions to the world’s changing relationship with extreme water — evidenced by
extreme weather, rising sea levels, and intense humidity. The South Florida economy is dependent on
water, which includes tourism and the cruise industry. South Florida is a large coastal protection market
with more than $400 billion in regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and more than 6 million residents.
The near-term focus is on building climate-resilient infrastructure for the changing environment: extreme
weather, rising sea levels, high heat, and humidity. Examples include (1) coastal defense artificial reefs
and seawalls using nature-based solutions, (2) clean resilient infrastructure, starting with concrete and
cement, and (3) energy-efficient buildings and resilient grid operations. The Tech Hub has more than 40
partners in higher education, government, the non-profit sector, risk capital, and the corporate world.

Chair Geller noted that South Florida will be underwater in approximately ten or twelve years. In Broward
County, the climate is tropical rainforest or tropical monsoon, and rain is currently draining through the
canals built and owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Dr. Jennifer Jurado, the Chief
Resilience Officer for Broward County, has made clear that in about 12 years sea level rise will roughly
approximate inland water so whenever it rains it won’t be able to drain anymore as a system that depends
on gravity to move water out of the urban area. Senator Geller stated that as Chairman of the South
Florida Regional Planning Council (SFRPC) and the Broward County Water Advisory Board (WAB), he has
been working with the USACE through Dr. Jurado and the South Florida Water Management District
(SFWMD) on getting something done. If nothing is done in about 12 years, then every time it rains water
won’t go anywhere and will be catastrophic. Chair Geller stated this is the most critical threat to Southeast
Florida, particularly Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach counties. The solutions currently under review
such as pumps and other technology are projected to cost perhaps $10 billion. Chair Geller does not see
the federal government giving that much funding in time. Broward County passed a seawall ordinance but
that is not enough to solve the pressing threat. Chair Geller asked if this is something the Tech Hub can
look at and work with the USACE and SFWMD to come up with new and creative solutions that might be
interim steps or less expensive.

Ms. Covey answered that the Tech Hub could look at this issue. The Tech Hub is committed to finding
solutions to water, heat, and other opportunities that create foundations so that companies can grow and
scale their products. The Tech Hub would be excited to partner with the Council on this issue and make
sure this is the next area to focus on.

Councilmember Furr asked how the Tech Hub is working with the Southeast Florida Regional Climate
Change Compact. Ms. Covey stated that the Compact has been a partner since the beginning in Phases 1
and 2. They have helped the Tech Hub look at cross-county issues and create cross-county policies and
community efforts.

Councilmember Furr stated he believes solid waste is being omitted from the Tech Hub’s work and its
effect on climate change. He referenced the Medley landfill in Miami-Dade County, Monarch in Broward
County, and a facility on Jog Road in Palm Beach County in trying to mitigate the effects of solid waste. He
noted the business opportunities of composting and recycling. Miami-Dade and Broward counties are
looking to create recycling campuses. He announced that Broward County recently established a new
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Solid Waste Authority. He mentioned parts of the disposal process and the innovative ideas from
consultants. Councilmember Furr suggested the Tech Hub join Broward County so it can see what they
are doing.

Ms. Covey answered that she would like to join in the efforts. Councilmember Furr stated that he will send
her an invitation and Mrs. Cosio Carballo and Council staff will assist with coordinating the distribution of
Tech Hub information.

Councilmember Furr discussed the Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Program and the Broward
County seawall ordinance. Ms. Covey stated that she will look into the PACE program. Chair Geller
suggested that with Dr. Jurado’s expertise on sea level rise, he would like her to work with Ms. Covey. Ms.
Covey responded that she would like to work with Dr. Jurado and Broward County staff.

IV. Action Items

A. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Chair Geller motioned to approve the Meeting Minutes for May 20, 2024. Councilmember Caplan moved
the motion and Councilmember Ross seconded the motion, which was carried by a unanimous vote.

B. Financial Report and Amended Budget FY 23-24

The Director of Finance and IT Leo Braslavsky Soldi presented the Financial Report in detail. He also
presented the Amended Budget for Fiscal Year 2023-2024.

Chair Geller explained the dues increase: an increase of 1.25 cents per person per year until it reaches 30
cents. The membership fee increase will mean that the Council will remain the second lowest among all
regional planning councils in the state in terms of membership fees. He noted that some regional planning
councils also charge city dues.

Chair Geller noted that the Council has secured about $600,000 in new projects and asked if the Council
gains any revenue from the projects or is gaining $600,000 in expenses. Mrs. Cosio Carballo responded
that it is a portion of the funds is used to augment its staff with consultants. She also stated that many of
the funds pass through, but that a portion of the funds remain with the Council and the Council tries to
maximize those funds. Mrs. Cosio Carballo commented that Council projects are in line with its mission
which is to provide technical assistance to its local governments and other stakeholders.

Councilmember Udine stated that the Financial Report and Amended Budget were satisfactory.
Chair Geller motioned to approve the Financial Report and Amended Budget FY23-24. Councilmember

Udine moved the motion and Councilmember Ross seconded the motion, which was carried by a
unanimous vote.
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C. Consent: Comprehensive Plan Amendment Reviews (*Property Rights)

Legal Counsel, Sam Goren, read the Comprehensive Plan Amendment Reviews, Proposed.

Proposed:
e Broward County 24-02ESR
e Broward County 24-03ESR
e Islamorada, Village of Islands 24-03ACSC
e City of Lauderdale Lakes 24-01ER
e Town of Southwest Ranches 24-01ESR
e City of Sweetwater 24-01ESR

Public Hearing
Chair Geller opened the Public Hearing and asked if there were any comments or questions.

Public Comments
There were no comments or questions from the public in person or virtually.

Chair Geller motioned to approve the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments. Councilmember Caplan
moved the motion and Councilmember Furr seconded the motion, which was carried by a unanimous vote.

Legal Counsel, Sam Goren, read the Comprehensive Plan Amendment Reviews, Adopted.

Adopted:
e Monroe County 24-01ACSC
e City of Coconut Creek 24-01ER*
e City of Sunrise 24-01ESR
e City of Tamarac 23-01ESR

Public Hearing
Chair Geller opened the Public Hearing and asked if there were any comments or questions.

Public Comments
There were no comments or questions from the public in person or virtually.

Chair Geller motioned to approve the adopted Comprehensive Plan Amendments. Councilmember Caplan
moved the motion and Councilmember Horland seconded the motion, which was carried by a unanimous
vote.

Councilmember Furr noted that Broward County is designating land within one and a half miles of all
passenger rails as multi-family. Chair Geller stated that Broward County has made aggressive efforts to





















