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Coastal and 
Inland Waterways
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One System
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Miami Herald, 09/08/2019

Islander News 09/08/2019
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Task Force
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〉 Created February 2019

〉 Convened June 2019

〉 18 meetings

〉 35 presentations 

Director of MDC 
DERM

Chief Resilience 
Officer

Infrastructure, civil 
engineer

Coastal real 
estate developer

Water quality 
expert

Coastal 
ecology/coastal 
management

Tourism / 
economic vitality

2 members 
at-large



7 Policy Themes

Water quality
Watershed habit / 
natural infrastructure

Funding

Governance Marine debris Infrastructure

Education and 
outreach
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Water Quality
The activities on Biscayne Bay  
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2004
contributed about

$12.7 billion
in additional county production

$6.3 billion
In income to county residents

137,600
jobs

$627 million
in tax revenue to Miami-Dade CountyRESILIENT ECOSYSTEMS = RESILIENT COASTAL COMMUNITIES



Water Quality
These values represent 
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10%
of all income earned in the county

11%
of employment in the county

11%
of all excise taxes, property taxes, 

fees, licenses, and sales tax 

revenues collected in the county

Reducing pollution reduces stress to our coastal 

ecosystems allowing them to regain their ability to bounce 

back from impact and provide more physical and 

economic protection for coastal communities
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OVERARCHING RECOMMENDATIONS: 

UNIFIED & COLLABORATIVE 

APPROACH TO WATERSHED 

RESTORATION 

〉 Watershed Management Board

〉 Chief Bay Officer

〉 Watershed Restoration Plan
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Education and Outreach to Help Citizens and 
Visitors Learn How to Protect Biscayne Bay
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〉 Environment = economy

〉 Previous successful efforts

〉 Watershed approach

〉 No regrets 

Time for Action


