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Message from our Chair
The South Florida Regional Planning Council (SFRPC) will mark its fiftieth anniversary in 2019. Anniversaries
often prompt reflection about the past and prognostication about the future. The pace and magnitude of
change in Florida over the past fifty years shows little sign of abating. This can be seen in the planning
window for the next fifty years, as manifest for example in the Seven/50 Southeast Florida Prosperity Plan.
Growth and change bring challenges and opportunities of greater-than-local scope and lasting importance.
The SFRPC and its nine sister planning councils in Florida are concerned with the healthy functionality, value,
and sustainability of our respective regions. We dedicate top-tier professional and technical resources to
inform and guide sound policies, promote economic and community development, and protect precious
environmental resources.
Aspects of our mission change in relative priority from time to time, but through it all, the SFRPC supports
its Miami-Dade, Broward and Monroe county constituencies with visioning, economic development policy,
small business loans, emergency preparedness and resilience, transportation policy, mapping and technical
assistance, and dispute resolution. In all of these ways, we support and assist local governments and other
public, private, nonprofit and philanthropic stakeholders in our collective commitment to ensure a
sustainable and prosperous future.
In recent strategic planning exercises, our councilmembers noted what it takes to provide excellent service,
with excellent communication being one essential component. This newsletter follows that observation.
With appreciation for Council staff for their work on this newsletter, I hope that this will be a good template
for relevant and interesting communications going forward.
Please contact me or the Council’s Executive Director Isabel Cosio Carballo (isabelc@sfrpc.com) at 954924-3653 if we can be of assistance to you.
Sincerely,
Frank Caplan
Chair

Say hello to our Council's new Executive Board
Our Executive Board and Council Members are comprised of dedicated public servants and community leaders. To read
their full bios, please visit our website: sfregionalcouncil.org/overview/members/
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About the Council
The Council, is a regional, public policy and governmental agency serving Monroe, Miami-Dade, and Broward counties and
its municipalities. The Council works collaboratively with the region’s public, private, nonprofit, and philanthropic
organizations to create a better future for South Florida and its residents.
For the history buffs...
The Council was formed in 1969 as the Tri-County Jetport Planning Council to address issues surrounding the proposed
development of the “Everglades Jetport” in Big Cypress. Shortly thereafter the Council became the South Florida
Everglades Area Planning Council and Broward, Palm Beach, Lee, and Hendry joined the Council’s original members
Monroe, Dade, and Collier counties. In 1971, the Council was renamed the South Florida Regional Planning Council.
The Council was reorganized in 1973 with Monroe, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Martin, and St. Lucie counties as its
members, and then again in 1975 when the South Florida Region was divided into the two areas now represented by the
South Florida and Treasure Coast regional planning councils. Despite this legal division, regional issues and a shared
history bind the two regions together and the Councils work collaboratively in many issue areas.
Source: https://www.nps.gov/bicy/learn/historyculture/miami-jetport.htm

What's new with the SFRPC?
Location Update!
After 35 years at the Venture Corporate Center in Hollywood, the Council has moved its office to a new location at the
Oakwood Business Center within the Oakwood Plaza Shopping Center. Please make a note of our new address and phone
numbers.

The Oakwood Business Center is located east of I95 between Sheridan Street and Stirling Road in Hollywood, closest to
the Sheridan Street entrance on Oakwood Boulevard / 26th Avenue. We look forward to seeing you at our new location!

Upcoming SFRPC Meetings
What? SFRPC Executive Board Meeting
Where? One Oakwood Boulevard, Suite 221, Hollywood, Florida 33020
When? May 21, 2018 at 10:30 AM
More details on our website here.

Council Highlights

The Florida Reef Tract
FLORIDA REEF TRACT: The South Florida and Treasure Coast Regional Planning Councils are actively involved in activities
to further the study and protection of the Florida Reef Tract. Over the last four years, Florida has been struggling to
diagnose and treat a cataclysmic nearshore coral reef disease outbreak affecting the Florida Reef Tract between Martin
and Monroe counties. It is spreading rapidly and, unfortunately, in April, was found in the nearshore reefs in the lower
Florida Keys.
This issue is of such great importance that in January the Councils convened a shared staff working group to identify and
implement action steps to raise awareness and find resources to protect and save this important state and national
treasure. This initial working group includes Councilmembers and staff from both Councils, the region’s counties, the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, and The Nature Conservancy. Concerned stakeholders from around the
region and state are working to address this aggressive disease. Over the last few months notable successes include
passage by State Senator Lauren Book and State Representative Kristin Jacobs of SB 232 / HB 53 establishing the Southeast
Florida Coral Reef Ecosystem Conservation Area and continued funding by Congress of the South Florida Geographic
Initiative. Full funding of the South Florida Geographic Initiative is a critical part of ensuring that additional science, data,
technical assistance, and financial resources for understanding and treating the reef disease are available.

Councilmembers Mayor Beam Furr (Broward) and County Commissioner Doug Smith (Martin) updated the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFWCC) at their April meeting in Fort Lauderdale. The FFWCC is working with staff
to provide a more extensive update at their upcoming June meeting in Sarasota. In addition, the staff working group is
organizing a special briefing for the region’s Chambers of Commerce leaders and Tourist Development Organizations on
the disease outbreak and response efforts by local, state, and federal agencies. The Councils will be requesting their
assistance with coordinated messaging and marketing efforts, and engaging these business leaders in advocacy for the
Florida Reef Tract. If you are interested in learning more about this initiative, please contact Isabel Cosio Carballo
(isabelc@sfrpc.com) and Michael J. Busha (mbusha@tcrpc.org).

Coastal Resilience
The South Florida Regional Planning Council is working with South Florida local governments to enhance economic and
community resilience in advance of projected sea level rise in Monroe, Miami-Dade, and Broward counties. For
information and assistance related to how the Council can be of assistance to your community in its resiliency efforts,
please contact Council staff and Regional Planner Alyssa Wood at awood@sfrpc.com.
GOMA WORKSHOP, ISLAMORADA: On March 7th, Council staff conducted a “Community Resilience Workshop” in
Islamorada, Monroe County. The workshop, funded by the Gulf of Mexico Alliance (GOMA), focused on communicating
sea-level rise and storm surge risks to local leaders and residents. More than 50 community leaders, elected officials, nonprofit leaders, and city staff participated in the event.
The goal of the workshop was to increase community capacity and resiliency to future risks. Councilmember and Monroe
County Mayor David Rice introduced the day’s discussion by connecting future risks with the risks overcome by early
Monroe County settlers. Following informative presentations on Storm Surge and Sea Level Rise by Council staff Alyssa
Wood and Dr. Keren Bolter of Arcadis, Patxi Pastor, founder of the Celebration of the Sea Foundation and KeysStrong.org,
led guest speakers Keren Bolter (Arcadis), Leah Stockton (United Way of the Florida Keys), Vicki Boguszewski (Catholic
Charities), Chris Berg (The Nature Conservancy), and Elmira Leto (Samuel’s House) in a panel discussion focused on how
their work increases Islamorada’s adaptive capacity and resilience to sea-level rise and storm surge.
Additionally, while in Islamorada, Council staff engaged with filmmakers from the University of Mississippi in production
of a short video highlighting the project. The project video is scheduled to be released in September.

CITY OF HALLANDALE BEACH: Following months of work and collaboration with City staff, Alyssa Wood, Council staff and
Regional Planner, presented Comprehensive Plan Amendments to the Planning and Zoning Board. These amendments,
part of a Florida Department of Economic Opportunity Technical Assistance Grant, update the City’s Coastal Management
element to be in compliance with Florida’s Peril of Flood Legislation passed in 2015. This legislation requires that coastal
communities include a redevelopment section within their Coastal Management element to reduce flood risk and claims
resulting from high tide events, storm surge, flash floods, stormwater runoff, and the related impacts of sea level rise. The
Planning and Zoning Board approved the Comprehensive Plan Amendments with minimal comments, and recommended
that the Council present the amendments to the City Commission.

Economic Development
As the region’s U.S. Economic Development Administration’s designated Economic Development District, Council staff is
actively involved in spearheading and supporting economic development initiatives in South Florida. In addition to
operating a Small Business Revolving Loan Fund which provides capital for small business growth and expansion in the
region, Council staff works with local governments and other partners to develop competitive applications for economic
development funding. For information and assistance related to how the Council can support your community's economic
development efforts, please contact Council staff and Regional Planner Natalia Neira at nneira@sfrpc.com.
SOUTH DADE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY: Over the past twenty-five years, South Miami-Dade County has
been subjected to a series of disasters, hardships, and disruptive change. Hurricane Andrew, the closure and realignment
of the Homestead Air Reserve Base, the passing of NAFTA, the housing market collapse/great recession, and recently
Hurricane Irma, have negatively impacted the economy of South Miami-Dade County and the Region. In South MiamiDade, estimated agricultural losses from Hurricane Irma alone totals nearly $226 million.
Council staff is spearheading, in partnership with Miami-Dade County Commissioners Levine Cava and Moss, county staff,
and key stakeholders from the South Miami-Dade County community, the development and implementation of a South
Miami-Dade County Economic Development Strategy. Council staff has prepared and submitted a preliminary EDA
Economic Development Assistance Program grant proposal to secure funding for this initiative.

MONROE COUNTY ECONOMIC RECOVERY: In partnership with the U.S. Economic Development Administration, Council
staff co-hosted with the Greater Marathon Chamber of Commerce an Economic Recovery and Resiliency Efforts following
Hurricane Irma Workshop on February 27, 2018 at the Faro Blanco Resort & Yacht Club in Marathon, Florida. Participants
received information about state, federal, regional, and resources for Economic Recovery and Resiliency, business
continuity, and creative financing and long-term revitalization strategies.
In attendance were representatives from the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Small Business Development
Center, University of Florida IFAS, and the International Economic Development Council. Federal partners from
U.S. Housing and Urban Development, Economic Development Administration, Department of Agriculture, Small Business
Administration, and Department of the Interior provided updates on federal initiatives and were available to offer direct
assistance to business owners.
Monroe County Commissioner Heather Carruthers, Councilmember and Monroe County Commissioner George Neugent,
Councilmember Sandy Walters, Daniel Samess of the Greater Marathon Chamber of Commerce, and business owners
throughout the Florida Keys provided insight into the pressing issues impacting Monroe County.

Regional Headlines
“Broward threatens to sue over traffic plan for American Dream Miami mega-mall”
"The largest mall in America plans to open just south of the Broward County line, but developers behind the project insist
highways to the north face no "significant" traffic problems from American Dream Miami. Broward claims the analysis is
flawed and underestimates the number of vehicles that will be making their way each day through Broward roads to
American Dream Miami, one mile south of the Miami-Dade line. This week the Broward County Commission authorized a
lawsuit against Miami-Dade if developers Triple Five and the Graham Companies don't pledge to help ease gridlock to the
north." - Miami Herald
Read more: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article210772359.html

"New Ordinance Proposed to Facilitate Mass Transit in South Florida"
"The [Miami-Dade County] Chairman’s Policy Council, a subcommittee of the Board of County Commissioners, will
consider a new ordinance that would ensure that regulatory jurisdiction over the SMART Plan corridors remains with
Miami-Dade County, even for areas that are in the future incorporated into new or existing cities." - The National Law
Review
Read more: https://www.natlawreview.com/article/new-ordinance-proposed-to-facilitate-mass-transit-south-florida

"How Trees Can Make South Florida More Resilient Against Rising Temperatures"
"Many communities are instead thinking about how to adapt to hotter weather. One way is by planting trees to shade
sidewalks and bus stops, and in neighborhoods where people might not be able to afford much air conditioning." - WLRN
South Florida
Read more: http://wlrn.org/post/how-trees-can-make-south-florida-more-resilient-against-rising-temperatures

"Constitution panel bundles 12 amendments for ballot consideration"
"A committee of the powerful Constitution Revision Commission advanced several constitutional amendments that may
appear on voters’ ballots in November, including a proposal that would make Miami-Dade’s sheriff an elected position
and an ethics measure that would bar former officials from lobbying for six years." - Miami Herald
Read more: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article208081414.html

"Mystery disease spreads, threatens coral reefs in the Lower Florida Keys"
"A mysterious disease hammering Florida's dwindling reefs was found for the first time this week in the Lower Keys,
alarming scientists who've used epoxy band-aids, amputated sick coral and even set up underwater "fire breaks" in a fouryear battle to contain the outbreak.
Florida Keys Community College researchers working with state and federal investigators discovered the infected coral
during a routine dive to collect samples, said Mote Marine Laboratory biologist Erinn Muller." - Miami Herald
Read more: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/article209447494.html

Contact Us
The SFRPC offers technical assistance and a variety of services to South Florida’s public, private, non-profit, philanthropic,
and civic stakeholders. For more information about the Council’s services and how the Council can be of assistance to
you, please contact us at our office.

South Florida Regional Planning Council
One Oakwood Boulevard, Suite 221
Hollywood, Florida 33020
Phone #: (954) 924 - 3653
www.sfregionalcouncil.org

