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SUMMARY BACKGROUND 
Economic Development District 

The South Florida Regional Planning Council (Council) is one of ten regional councils within Florida created to address issues and plan solutions that are 

greater than local scope, as well as providing input into state policy development, the Council also serves as the only multipurpose regional entity that is 

in position to plan for intergovernmental solutions to growth related problems, and meet other needs of communities in each region. The Council serves 

as the Economic Development District (EDD) for three counties: Broward, Miami-Dade, and Monroe Counties residents. EDDs serve as geographic 

districts for the US Economic Development Administration (EDA) to deploy various programs.  

 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 

EDA directs each designated Economic Development District to develop and maintain a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) with 

the assistance of public involvement. A CEDS is a strategy-driven plan for regional economic development. A CEDS is the result of a regionally-owned 

planning process designed to build capacity and guide the economic prosperity and resiliency of an area or region. Economic Development Districts 

are required to fully update the CEDS every five years and can update the CEDS on an annual basis. This update includes five main sections: 

¶ Summary Background of the economic conditions in the region; 

¶ SWOT Analysis to identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats; 

¶ Strategic Action Plan incorporating tactics identified through the planning process, other regional plans, and stakeholder feedback to develop 

priority strategies for the region; 

¶ Evaluation Framework to identify and monitor performance measures associated with the plan; 

¶ and Economic Resilience. 

 

Defining the Region 

The South Florida EDD Region is comprised of Broward, Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties. òSouth 

Floridaó often refers to the Metropolitan Statistical Area of Miami, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties or 

òMiami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach.ó Palm Beach County is part of the Treasure Coast Regional 

Planning Council. 

 

South Florida may also be defined by commuting patterns as the Greater Miami Area or the Miami-Fort 

Lauderdale-Port St Lucie Combined Statistical Area. 

 

Geography  

The South Florida Region is approximately 7,500 square miles, of which approximately 45% (3,338 

square miles) is water.1 The region is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the east, the Everglades and the 

Gulf of Mexico to the west, and Florida Bay and the convergence of the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of 

Mexico to the south.  

                                                 
1 https://factfinder.census.gov/ 

https://factfinder.census.gov/
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The Region is characterized by a relatively flat topography with elevations trending 

downwards from the east and along the Atlantic Coastal Ridge to the west. Elevation is 

generally under 10 feet above sea level, excluding the Coastal ridge where it reaches 20 

feet above sea level in select areas.2  

 

Most of South Floridaõs landscape is composed of karst landforms, created through the 

dissolution of the limestone bedrock by groundwater. This creates honeycombed 

underground formations, subterranean tunnels, and cavities filled with freshwater, 

collectively termed the Floridian Aquifer overlaid by the Biscayne Aquifer. The water table is 

also very close to the surface.3 

 

South Florida experiences a tropical climate year-round with average temperature of 77° F. 

The region receives an average annual rainfall of 60 inches, mostly during the wet season 

of summer and early fall. 

 

The combination of low topography, karst substrate, and coastal proximity creates unique 

environmental vulnerabilities for South Florida, exacerbated by hurricanes between June 

and November every year.  

 

 

 

South Florida CEDS: Visualized 

For more information about many of the topics 

discussed in this report, please visit us online at 

www.sfregionalcouncil.org/CEDS_Visualized. Look 

for the blue text boxes throughout this report; 

they indicate that interactive maps are available 

for exploration on our website, allowing users to 

pan around the region and inspect a variety of 

spatial trends that may exist. 

  

                                                 
2 https://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3047/downloads/SIM3047.pdf 
3 https://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_g/G-text6.html 

For additional information and maps, 

please visit our CEDS: Visualized 

page, which can be found here: 

 
sfregionalcouncil.org/CEDS_Visualized  

http://www.sfregionalcouncil.org/CEDS_Visualized
https://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3047/downloads/SIM3047.pdf
https://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_g/G-text6.html
file://///hlw00/Data/programs/SFRPC/PROGRAMS/EDA_CEDS/CEDS%202017%20Update/sfregionalcouncil.org/CEDS_Visualized
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AGE

5-19

20-34

35-64

Over 65

  

 

HOUSING 

HOUSING UNITS 

2010/2016 

1.85/1.90 

MILLION 

HOMEOWNER RATE 

56% 
RENTER OCCUPIED 

44% 
HOUSEHOLDS LIVING 

BELOW ALICE 

THRESHOLD 

>50% 

SYSTEMS 

3 PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEMS 

2 PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES/3  STATE COLLEGES 

3 RELIGIOUS AND MAJOR PRIVATE 

UNIVERSITIES 

3 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS 

2 SEAPORTS 

2 COUNTY TRANSIT SYSTEMS 

1 REGIONAL RAIL 

7 MAJOR HIGHWAYS 

3 PERFORMING ARTS CENTERS 

16 STATE PARKS/3  NATIONAL PARKS 

POPULATION 

3 COUNTIES, 71 MUNICIPALITIES 

2010/2016 ESTIMATE 

4.32/4.63 MILLION 

2030 ESTIMATE 

5.41 MILLION 

GROWTH RATE 2000-2015/2015-2030 

15.14%/18.85% 

MEDIAN AGE 

40 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, POPULATION OVER 25 

BACHELORõS DEGREE OR HIGHER: 29.7% 
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR SOME COLLEGE: 54.7% 

LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: 15.5% 

WHITE NON-

HISPANIC 

BLACK 

HISPANIC/  
LATINO 

MULTIRACIAL  
AND OTHER 

FOREIGN BORN 

62.1% 

OUT OF 

2.35 
M ILLION 

HISPANIC/  

LATINO 

POPULATION 

US BORN 

37.9 % 

The regionõs eleven private non-farm sectors with the highest levels of employment 

in 2014 accounted for 80% of regional employment. 
Other Industries: Mining, Forestry, Fishing, Utilities, Manufacturing, Information 

Management of Co, Enterprises, Educational Services, Arts and Entertainment.  

ECONOMIC 

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT- GDP 

$226 BILLION 

THAT IS 

26% 
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDAõS OUTPUT AND 

1.4% 

OF USõS GDP IN 2014 

SOUTH FLORIDAõS EMPLOYMENT EXPECTED 

GROWTH (2014-2022) 

1.4% 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

5.5% 

MALE 

49% 

FEMALE 

51% 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

24%

20%41%

15%

AGE

Ó 19

20-34

35-64

Over 65

 

HOUSING 

HOUSING UNITS 

2010/2016 

810/823 

THOUSAND 

OWNER OCCUPIED 

63.5% 

RENTER OCCUPIED 

36.5% 
HOUSEHOLDS LIVING 

BELOW ALICE 

THRESHOLD 

44% 

ECONOMIC 

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT- GDP 

$89 BILLION 

THAT IS 

10.3% 

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDAõS OUTPUT AND 

39.2% 

OF THE REGIONõS OUTPUT IN 2014 

PER CAPITA INCOME IN 2015 

$28,381 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE, JUNE 2017 

4.0% 

SYSTEMS 

BROWARD COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 

BROWARD COLLEGE, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 

UNIVERSITY, NOVA SOUTHEASTERN 

UNIVERSITY 

HOLLYWOOD/FT LAUDERDALE 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

PORT EVERGLADES 

BROWARD COUNTY TRANSIT, TRI-RAIL 

SAWGRASS EXPRESSWAY 

INTERSTATE 75, INTERSTATE 595 

BROWARD CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING 

ARTS, HOLLYWOOD CENTRAL PERFORMING 

ARTS CENTER 

HUGH TAYLOR BIRCH & DR. VON D. 

M IZELL-EULA JOHNSON STATE PARKS 

POPULATION 

31 MUNICIPALITIES 

2016 ESTIMATE 

1.85 MILLION 

2030 ESTIMATE 

2.1 MILLION 

GROWTH RATE 2000-2015/2015-2030 

12.6%/15.9% 

MEDIAN AGE 

40.3 

MALE 

49% 

FEMALE 

51% 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, POPULATION OVER 25 

BACHELORõS DEGREE OR HIGHER: 30.8% 
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR SOME COLLEGE: 57.4% 

LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: 11.8% 

FOREIGN BORN 

50.9% 

US BORN 

49.1 % 

OUT OF 

497 
THOUSAND 

HISPANIC/  

LATINO 

POPULATION 

INDUSTRY STRUCTURE %, 2015 










































































