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SUMMARY BACKGROUND

Economic Development District

The South Florida Regional Planning Council (Council) is one of ten regional councils within Florida createdhtliress issues and plan solutions that are
greater than local scope, as well as providing input into state policy development, the Council alserves as the only multipurpose regional entity that is
in position to plan for intergovernmental solutions to growth related problems, and meet other needs of communities in eachegion. The Council serves
as the Economic Development Distric(EDD)for three counties:Broward, Miami Dade, andMonroe Countiesresidents.EDDs serve as geographic
districts for the US Economic Development AdministratioEDA)to deploy various programs.

Comprehensive Economic DevelopmenStrategy (CEDS)
EDA directs each desighated Economic Development District to develop and maintain a Comprehensive Economic Development Statl€€EDS) with
the assistance of public involvementA CEDS is a strategylriven plan for regional economic development. A CEDS ihe result of a regionally-owned
planning process designed to build capacity and guide the economic prosperity and resiliency of an area or region. Economie\i2lopment Districts
are required to fully update the CEDS every five years arghn update the CELS on an annual basisThis update includes ifve main sections:

1 Summary Backgroundof the economic conditions in the region;

1 SWOT Analysigo identify strengths, weaknesses, oppotinities, and threats;

9 Srategic Action Planincorporating tactics identified through the planning process, other regional plans and stakeholder feedback to develop

priority strategies for the region; AP
9 BEvaluation Frameworkto identify and monitor performance measures associated with the plan; .soum

1 and Economic Rsilience FLORIDA
REgION
|

Defining the Region , Bioward
The South FloridaEDDRegion is comprised of Broward, MiamDade and Monroe Counties.dSouth &S
Floridadoften refers to the Metropolitan Statistical Area of Miami, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties ol
0 Mi d&Fori LauderdaleWe st P a |l rRalBReacbCounty is part of the Treasure Coast Regional
Planning Council.

South Florida may also be defined by commuting patterns as the Greater Miami Area or the MiarRiort
Lauderdale Port St Lucie Combined Statistical Area.

Geography

The South Florida Region$ approximately 7,500 square milef which approximately 45% (3,338
square miles)is water! The region isbordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the east, the Eerglades and the
Gulf of Mexico to the west, and Florida Bay and the convergence of the Atlanti@ceanand the Gulfof
Mexico to the south.

1 https://factfinder.census.gov/
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The Region is characterized by a relatively flatopography with elevations trendng

downwards from the east andalong the Atlantic Coastal Ridgeto the west. Hevation is METROPOLITAN
generallyunder 10 feet above sea level, excluding th€oastalridge where it reaches 20 STATISTICAL
feet above sea level in select areas AREA

Palm|Beach

Mostof Sout h Fl oridadés | andscape i s twoaughpghes ed g
dissolution of the limestone bedrock by groundwaer. This creates honeycombed '
underground formations, subterranean tunnels, and cavities filled with freshwater,
collectively termed the Floridian Aquiferoverlaid by the Biscayne AquiferThe water table is
also very close to the surfacé.

Broward
South Floridaexperiencesa tropical climate year-round with average temperatureof 77° F. 75
The region receives an average annual rainfall of06inches, mostly duringthe wet season
of summer and early fall.

The combination of low topography, karst substrate, and coastal proximity creates unique
environmental vulnerabilities for South Florida, exacerbated by hurricandsetween June

and November every year
Miami:Dade

For additional information and maps,
please visi our CEDS: Visualized
_page, which can be found here:

South Florida CEDSVisualized
For more information about many of the topics ui
discussed in this report, please visit us online at . BT S
www.sfregionalcouncil.org/CEDS_Visualizeook o
for the blue text boxes throughout this report;

they indicate that interactive maps are available

for exploration on our website, allowing uses to

pan around the region and inspect a variety ¢

spatial trends that may exist.

fr {
Ly A

FEC

=3

sfreqgionalcouncil.org/CEDS_Visualizec

2 https://pubs.usgs.gov/sim/3047/downloads/SIM3047.pdf
3 https://pubs.usgs.gov/ha/ha730/ch_g/Gtext6.html
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Other Services, 8.2 Accom/ Food Service, 8
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Assistance, 10.1
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in 2014 accounted for 80% of regional employment.

Other Industries: Mining, Forestry, Fishing, Utilities, Manufacturing, Information

& 0
BACHELORS DEGREE ORHIGHER 29.7% Management of Co, Enterprises, Educational Services, Arts and Entertainment
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